
Koala-ty Klips
Kensington Elem.-Building Koala-ty Kids

From the Desk of Mr. Cobb- Principal
Hello Kensington Parents!
I hope you all are staying warm as winter is de�nitely in the air! I also
hope that you all had a relaxing and �lling Thanksgiving! I sure did! Now
that Thanksgiving is behind us, we can focus on the next big holiday- Christmas! Our Koalas are super
excited about this upcoming holiday and so are we! However, we must remind our boys and girls that
school isn't out yet, and we still expect them to follow our school-wide expectations of being
Respectful, Responsible, and Ready-to-Learn! Please encourage your Koala(s) to continue working
toward academic goals such as reading. Reading daily is a great way to keep our kids engaged and
growing in all content areas. I ask that you commit to reading with your Koala each each day as it will
make a world of difference! At Kensington we believe "The more you read the smarter you become, and
we want all our Koalas to be smart!"
 
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season as you enjoy your families and friends! Again, thank
you for your continued partnership as we continue "Building Koala-ty Kids." Happy Holidays!
 
 

Sincerely,
 

Mr. Cobb

PreK and Kindergarten
Pre-K

"It's the most wonderful time of the year!" In prek we will continue our letter and number learning
journey. We will be reading The Gingerbread Man and completing many activities to go along with the
book...including going on a Gingerbread Man hunt! As December continues we will be talking about
The Grinch and wrap up with Santa Claus activities before we part for our winter break! Wishing you
all a wonderful holiday season and a very happy new year!  

 
Kindergarten

Our kindergarten students are excited about entering the month of December. The month will be busy
and �lled with lots of fun and engaging activities. During the month of December our shared reading

will focus on the season of winter, celebrated holidays, and winter activities. One of our favorite
authors in kindergarten during this time of year is Jan Brett. During our literacy time we will be working

on building �uency in letter naming, identifying initial sounds in words, phoneme segmentation, and
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reading/writing simple cvc words. This month during our math time our students will be involved in
lots of hands-on learning activities. We will be doing activities such as comparing written numbers and
sets, graphing, creating and extending patterns, and simple measurement activities. This time of year

is always a busy but exciting time for our young students.

First and Second Grade
First Grade

First Grade just �nished our Turkey Projects! They were gobbley Great! We are beginning a unit on the
Gingerbread Baby and can’t wait to begin making our predictions and writing about the story. Will the
gingerbread baby escape? Some classes will be creating a gingerbread house for the baby to live in, if
we don’t eat them �rst! We have �nished our Santa Letters and have sent them to the Post for
printing. Naughty or Nice?
 

Second Grade
2nd grade is working on designing a new suit for Santa. We won't go into much detail regarding his old
suit... Let's just say the dryer was a little too hot and Santa would have to be the size of a 2nd grader
to wear it now. So Mrs. Claus and Elvin, the elf, have asked us to design a new suit. We are also
working on writing opinions and using supporting details in our writing. All 2nd graders will share their
design and letter to Mrs. Claus stating why their suit is the best for Santa. The suits and letters will be
on display along the 2nd grade hall from December 8th- December 17th. Come take a look at how
creative and colorful the designs are. 

Third and Fourth Grade
Third Grade

Third graders are working on building fact �uency with multiplication facts. We encourage parents to
practice these at home with your child. By this point, we expect students to be �uent in 0, 1, 2, 5, and

10 facts. The students are beginning a book study on Flat Stanley. During this study, the students will
analyze characters and discuss how events work together to develop the plot. Our students will also

continue writing their own narratives. In social studies, we will research natural disasters, explore how
they are distributed around the world, and brainstorm safety plans. Our electricity unit will continue as

students begin to study electromagnets. 
 

Fourth Grade
The month of December will be packed with tons of fun learning opportunities for 4th grade students

at KES. Students will engage in a novel study of I Survived the American Revolution to deepen their
understanding of the American Revolutionary War. They will continue to expand their knowledge of

multidigit multiplication, as well as understand how light travels and interacts with objects around us.
Towards the end of the month, students will engage in Christmas Around the World; An activity where

they will learn about many different holiday traditions and how the holiday season is celebrated in
different countries and among different cultures.

Fifth and Special ED
Fifth Grade



This year is certainly �ying by...it's already December and we are busy here in 5th grade! Fractions
are our focus this unit in math. We will be reviewing lots of 4th grade fraction concepts to help us
get ready for 5th grade material, such as multiplying and dividing fractions. In Language Arts, we
are focusing on inferencing and drawing conclusions. Oceans and Landforms are still being studied
in science. Don't forget about the ocean �oor project due in a few weeks. We can't wait to see how
creative our students are! Reconstruction and Civil War standards are being covered in social
studies before we go home for Christmas! Buckle up...we are going to be busy for the next few
weeks! Hope all have a wonderful Holiday break! 
 

Special Education
Hello from the self-contained special education classrooms. We are looking forward to a wonderful

December. This coming month, the students in the self-contained classrooms are doing a unit on the
book "Corduroy" by Don Freeman and "The Gingerbread Man". In addition to the many fun activities we

have that go along with the books, we are excited to work on making and sharing Christmas
ornaments with our family and friends. We will be decorating a Christmas tree and reading some

winter books, for ex. "Olive, the Other Reindeer", by Seibold and Walsh; "There was an Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Bell", by Lucille Colandro; and "The Biggest Snowman Ever", by Steven Kroll. Happy

Holidays Everyone.... 


